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AGRHYMET Regional Programme


1. PROGRESS OF RAINY SEASON

The surface position of the ITD (imaginary boundary separating warm and moist winds from dry northerly winds over West Africa)during this dekad oscillated over northern Mauritania, sloping through northern Mali, central Niger and onto Chad. South of this position (Gambia, Senegal, Mauritania, Mali, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Niger and Gulf of Guinea States and) experienced convective systems resulting to heavy rain and thunderstorms. 

1.1 WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE GAMBIA

Rain and thunderstorms, sometimes accompanied with strong winds (squalls) affected the country for most part of the dekad, resulting to flash floods over places.
1.2 RAINFALL OUTLOOK FOR AUGUST 21 – 31, 2013

Heavy rains and/or thunderstorms, sometimes accompanied with strong winds (squalls) areexpected to affect most part of the country during the period, resulting to flash floods over the flood prone areas.

              

2. RAINFALL SITUATION

This dekad has experienced exorbitant rainfall events across the country particularly during the latter part of the dekad. A particular case was 29ththrough to the 30th, when areas around the coast recorded 28 hours of continuous rainfall. Highest daily downpours were: over Banjul 80.3 mm and 93.3mm, Yundum 137.9 mm and 117.7mm, Kerewan 140mm, Sapu 110mm, Janjanbureh 51mm and Basse 126.7mm. The frequency of rain varied between 6 and 9 rainy days. 

This situation leads to flash flooding and structural damages over places in country notably in the Kanifing Municipal Council, West Coast Region and Central River Region (where some families were sheltered by neighbours and at Schools).
Dekadal totals varied from 103.3mm over Fatototo 360mm over Sapu(figure 1a), whilst the seasonal totals varied from the lowest of 440.3mm over Kaurin the Middle Third to 1112.1 mm over Sapu in the Middle Third (figure 1b).  
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Figure 1a: Dekadal rainfall distribution 
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Figure 1b: Seasonal rainfall distribution 

As at August 31, the country average stood at 692.8 mm, 2% above last year’s (677mm) and 21% above the long term mean (569.8 mm) of 1981 to 2010. 

4.
AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

Average temperaturescontinued to fluctuated between 23oC(along the coast) and 27oC (inland areas), a drop of about 2oCaround the coast compared to the previous dekad.  Highest temperatures were 30oCover the Western Third and 31oC over the rest of the country, whilst minimum temperaturesfluctuated between 20oC (by the coast) to 23oC (inland).  

Average maximum relative humidity (RH) stood at 98%, whist the minimum stood at 64%. This shows the air is still humid, thus keeping the weather warm hence the continued need for cooling and refreshing, but equally disagreeable to asthmatic patients and household laundry. Coupled with the temperature is equally a recipe for spreading of malaria. 
Wind speeds during the dekad varied between light and strong, ranging from 11km/hr to 54km/hr across the country.  The dekad also experienced lot of cloudiness resulting to sunshine duration varying between 4.3 and 5 .5hrs across the country. 

5.   
AGRICULTURAL SITUATION
5.1 Crops situation

Across the country major field activities continued to be mainly second weeding. Meanwhile, in most areas plant growth is doing fine. Early millet is heading, whilst groundnuts are flowering.  
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